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Demand: 
Analytical product related to space deterrence is sparse and yet U.S. 
dependency on space assets for national and economic security is growing. 
Interest and capabilities related to space denial and space deterrence are also 
growing, particularly in China and Russia.  
 
Objective:  
The Stimson Center will lead an in-depth assessment comparing and 
contrasting space and nuclear deterrence. This project will enlist the 
participation of top-flight thinkers who have worked on space and 
deterrence issues within and outside of government, in think tanks, 
academia, and in military service. Stimson, a thought leader on space policy 
issues, will convene Distinguished Advisory Group of leading analysts in the 
field to help produce practical and policy-relevant analysis. 
 
Approach: 
The project lead will convene a Distinguished Advisory Group to sharpen 
and address questions such as: What key elements of nuclear deterrence are 
most applicable to space deterrence? What key elements are least applicable? 
Is the concept of extended deterrence also applicable to space? What 
declaratory, testing, deployment, or diplomatic policies are most likely to 
strengthen space deterrence?  
 
The project will produce commissioned essays and a monograph 
highlighting areas of consensus, disagreement, and subjects deserving of 
additional analytical focus.  
 
